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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2025 of St Brides Minor Community Council. My audit has been conducted 
on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements 
of the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the 
Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Unqualified 

On the basis of my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give 
cause for concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this 
Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Internal audit recommendations 

We note the Internal Audit recommendations related to periodic bank reconciliations. 
The Council provided a year end reconciliation. However, it is good practice to 
reconcile the cashbook to the bank statements on a regular basis. Ideally this should 
be done whenever a bank statement is received. The reconciliation can then be 
reported to the Council to provide assurance on the completeness and accuracy of 
its financial records. 

Publication of information 

The Section 55 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 
requires the Council, in so far as is reasonably practicable, to publish alongside its 
minutes, any documents which are referred to in the minutes. The Council does not 
publish documents and reports provided to members such as a list of payments for 
approval. We recommend that the Council reviews its publication arrangements to 
publish supplementary information. 
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Major asset insurance 

Our review of the Council’s insurance policy identified that several major assets are 
not insured at their full or appropriate value.  

The Council should review its insurance arrangements to ensure that all key assets 
are appropriately covered and that the level of insurance is sufficient. 

Statement of Payments made to Members 

The Statement of Payments made to Members presents only total amounts, and no 
breakdown of allowances by individual member was provided. As a result, we were 
unable to confirm compliance with IRPW requirements. 

The Council should prepare a full breakdown of allowances paid to each individual 
member, ensuring this information is both available for audit and published on their 
website. 

S137 Expenditure 

Our testing identified that the Council makes Section 137 expenditure. However, the 
Council has stated S137 expenditure on the annual return as £0.  

We recommend that the Council reports S137 expenditure correctly. 

Staff Costs 

The bank statement shows that three staff‑related payments totalling £1,335.61 
recorded in 2024-25 were made on 28/03/24 and therefore relate to the 2023-24 
financial year. This results in a non‑material overstatement of staff costs in 2024-25 
and a corresponding understatement in 2023-24.  

We recommend that the Council strengthens its year‑end processes to ensure staff 
costs are recorded in the correct financial period. 

We also noted that the amount paid to the Clerk per the employee payment schedule 
does not agree with the net pay shown on the payslip. The unexplained discrepancy 
totals £409.14. 

The Council should investigate and reconcile this difference, ensuring that payroll 
records, payslips and bank payments all align, and that any adjustments are fully 
documented and authorised. 

Supporting evidence 

One non-material payment was not supported by an invoice. 
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We recommend that the Council ensures all payments are backed by appropriate 
supporting documentation in order to maintain a complete audit trail. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 05/05/2026 
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